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The North Manchester Amateur Operatic and Dramatic Society began its life in 1919 as the Simpson Me-
morial Amateur Operatic and Dramatic Society, created from the merger of the Harpurhey Dramatic So-
ciety and the Simpson Memorial Tennis Club. Our home has been the Simpson Memorial Hall on Moston 
Lane since 1919 and to this day, it is where we not only rehearse our productions, but where we per-
form most some of our dramatic productions and concerts.

Our first musical show was ‘The Mikado’, which we performed at the Simpson Memorial Hall in 1920. 
However, in 1922 the Society needed a bigger venue for its first play, ‘Are you a Mason’ and took the de-
cision to perform this and ‘The Pirates of Penzance’ at Newton Heath Town Hall. In 1925, we then moved 
our productions to the Queens Park Hippodrome, starting with ‘Merrie England’ and in 1927, ‘Iolanthe.’ 
1929 found us on the move yet again, performing at St John's Parochial Hall in Moston for our produc-
tions of ‘Lilac Domino’, ‘Rebel Maid’, ‘Quaker Girl’ and ‘Katinka’. Then it was back to the Queens Park 
Hippodrome until it closed in 1952.

To mark the closure of the theatre, the Society performed the North West Premier of ‘Annie Get Your 
Gun’. We then moved to the Palladium (Cintra) on Rochdale Road and in 1954 revived ‘The Desert Song’. The 
Cintra was a long narrow theatre, with terrible acoustics and the audience had great difficulty in 
hearing what was going on. The effect on ticket sales was disastrous and support declined at an 
alarming rate.

In 1955, with falling attendances, the Society was at crisis point and a risky decision was made to move In 1955, with falling attendances, the Society was at crisis point and a risky decision was made to move 
to the Palace Theatre in Manchester and put on ‘Showboat’. With a cast of over 100, it was an outstand-
ing success and a profit of £600 was made. Meanwhile, the dramatic side had moved back to the Simp-
son. The glory days of the Palace continued until 1981 when rising costs forced the Society to move to 
the Royal Northern College of Music. The final show at the Palace was ‘White Horse Inn’ and we opened 
our spell at RNCM with ‘The Merry Widow’ continuing with ‘The King and I’, amongst others. Again, costs 
forced a move from RNCM in 1995 with the last show there being ‘The Sound of Music’.

 After that, our musical productions were staged at Middleton Civic Centre. Throughout the 1990s, the 
Society was able to perform two musical productions each year, but rising costs and the closure of 
Middleton Civic, meant that again, the society had to decide whether to continue or not. In order to 
stay afloat, NMAODS then had to curtail their musical shows, relying on mainly concerts and TV stage 
adaptations to raise funds. This meant that many of our musical theatre members moved to pastures 
new.

In 2021, when we became financially able to perform musicals once more, we still had to be careful In 2021, when we became financially able to perform musicals once more, we still had to be careful 
and could only perform licence-free Gilbert and Sullivan operettas, of which you are witnessing our 
third consecutive G&S show. Because of this, we have, in the main, a new membership and hope to keep 
them for many shows to come.
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